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CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


Expediency of Raiſing, at this Time of 
General Dearth, 


THE 


WAGES of SERVANTS 
| That are not DOMESTIC; 


PARTICULARLY, . 


CLERKs in PuBLic OFFICEs. 


i 
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“% Woe to them that are at Eaſe in Sion; that ſtretch them» 
e ſelves upon their Couches, and eat the Lambs out of 
© the Flock, and the Calves out of the Midſt of the 
« Stall; that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint them- 
te ſelves with the chief Ointments; but are Nor GRIEVED 
„ FoR THE AFFLICTION OF JOSEPH !” Amos vi. 


Quim vos facillime agitis ; quam eſtis maxume 
Potentes, dites, fortunati ; 
Tam maxume vos, æquo animo, æqua noſcere 

Oportet, fi vos voltis perhiberi probos. TERENT, 


— 


2 — 


_ „* — uu 


—_ — 


L ON D ON: 


Printed for W. NICO LL, at the Paper-Mill, No. 57, in 
St. Paul's Church-Yard. 1767. 


Advertiſement. - 


The Editor of the enſuing 
Letter, tho* for many Months 
nclined to let it lie concealed 
among Papers of a much leſs 1n- 
ereſting Nature; is now deter- 
ined to make it public, by the 
late Severity of the Seaſon, 
and the increaſing Price of all 
he Neceſſaries of Life to 
hich there is little Proſpect 
of a ſpeedy Check. 


E—, Feb. 21, 1767. 


INTRODUCTION. 


HE Report that prevailed a few 
Months ago, © that a very 

« opulent and reſpectable Corpora- 
« tion, on account of the enormous 
price of the common Neceſſaries of 
Life, had made a handſome Addi- 


tion to the Salaries of their Ser- 
** vants, * gave me peculiar Satis- 


Gazetteer. 


faction. 


Cr) 
faction. As a Conviction of the Ne. 
ceſſity of taking ſuch a Step, ſeemed 

to be impreſſed upon every Mind; it 
was hoped, that a Conviction of the 
Neceſſity of following it, would have 


been , equally predominant z and that 
ſo noble an Example would have pro- 
duced an immediate and univerſal Ef 
fect, and extended its benign Influ- 
ence, not only to Clerks in all other 
Public Offices, but to thoſe in privat, 
Compting-houſes that do not live with 
their * as Part of the F amily. 


But ee Effect may have beer 
found in private Houſes, I have not 
heard that any has appeared in Public 


Offices, except in a ſmall one depend: 
| em t 


(* 


ent upon the Crown: and tho', where 
an Example of ſo much Weight has 
failed, little is to be expected from the 
moſt powerful Arguments; yet, to a 
Mind that has been led, tho by Acci- 
dent, to think much upon the SubjeR, 
it will be ſome Conſolation to point out 
the peculiar Reaſons upon which the 
Expediency of Relief in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances is founded; that thoſe who 
have adminiſtered it, may be known 
to have done right; and thoſe Who 


withold it, may conſider whether they 
do not do wrong. 


To anſwer this Purpaſe in the moſt 
effeQtual Manner, I ſhall tranſcribe 
the chief Part of A Letter, which has 

b fallen 


(x) 
fallen into my Hands among the Pa- 
pers found in the Library of a decea- 
ſed Uncle, formerly a Merchant of 
London; and in which the Caſe of 
Cicrks in Public Offices is particularly 
conſidered. It appears to have been 
written about three Years ago, to 
controvert a Poſition, in itſelf too 
ridiculous to deſerve Notice, but which 
Was thought important from the Sta- 
tion of thoſe that advanced it, and 
the Deſign with which it was advanced 
and obtruded; and there is, accord- 
ingly, in ſeveral Places, an Alluſion 


to Perſons and Circumſtances, which, 
however uictul it might be to know 
them, it would be now very difficult 

to 


(4) 


to point out: of this, therefore, no more 
will be retained, than is neceſſary to 
preſerve the Connexion, 


Tho' I ſhall not attempt to antici- 
pate any of the Arguments contained 
in this Letter, yet I muſt beg Leave 
to detain the Reader from it a few 


Moments, to ſupply an eſſential Ob- 
ſervation, and to diſſipate an imagi- 
nary Difficulty. 


The Obſervation which, tho' very 
obvious on ſuch a Subject, has eſca- 
ped this Writer, is, that, in Times of 
Scarcity, the Number of the Poor is 
neceſſarily increaſed by all, whoſe ſta- 
ted Income was but barely ſufiicient for 

b 2 their 


— 


2 4£< 


(v 


their Subfiftence' in Times of Plenty: 
and that this Claſs of People, for want 
of a Superſluity of Money to command 
the Markets, and, in the Purchaſes they 
make, to indulge their Choice as well 
as exerciſe their Judgment, pay much 
dearer for the common Neceſſaries of 
Life, Bread only excepted, than the 
Rich : they are injured in the Weight, 
the Meaſure, the Badneſs of the Com- 
modity, and the Price ; and are the 
common Prey of Retail-dealers, who 
have bound themſelves to ſupport 2 
Syſtem of Oppreſſion, making the 
Ephah ſmall and the Shekel great, and 
falf: ing the Balances by Deceit, that 
they may buy the Poor for Silver, and 
the Needy for a Pair of Shoes ; that they 


may 


(* 


may even ſwallow up the Needy, and 
make the Poor of the Land to fail. 


The alledged Difficulty, which is ſup- 
poſed to be peculiar to the Situa- 
tion of Clerks in Public Offices, ariſes 
from an Apprehenſion, that the Succeſs 
of ſuch ſeaſonable Interpoſitions for the 
Relief of Indigence as is here plead- 
ded for, depends upon the Influence 
of a few ſuperior Officers; who, if 
they are not very good Men, will, 
from ſome ſelfiſh and evil Motive, 
either vigorouſly oppoſe, or, which is 
ultimately the ſame, coldly decline to 
patronize them. 


It 


( xiv } 


It has been aſked, © What ſubftan- 
« tial and laſting Benefit could be pro- 
« cured in any Seaſon of Diftreſs, if 
<« thoſe who, with a Power of doing 
% much Good and Evil, are to ſtand as 
« Mediators between the Clerks and 
* their Maſters, ſhould prove Tyrant 


* to the one, and, as Tyranny and 


« Meanneſs are always allied, cringing 
« and ſervile Flatterers to the other: 
« if, to preſerve the worſt Part of 
Power, that which is diſplayed in 
* Acts of Inſolence and Oppreſſion, 
* they ſhould wholly give up that 


« which is alone capable of doing 
* good; and never oppoſe a miſtaken . 
% Innovation however diſtreſſing, not 

« explain 


(x) 


6 explain and ſupport a new Meature, 
c not clearly underſtood, however be- 
« neficial: if, tho' thus continually ſa- 
t crificing their own Opinion to all a- 
* bove them, they ſhould, upon all 
te below them, continually impoſe their 
* own Opinion, as the ſole Meaſure 
e of Truth and Falſehood, Right and 
e Wrong, bearing no Oppoſition, no 
% Remonſtrance from the Injured, no 
“ Counſel from the Experienced and 
* Judicious: if, to gratify their Re- 
te ſentment of a Coldneſs, which In- 
'** humanity may produce, and Pride 
% may magnify into Diſreſpect, they 
* ſhould not diſtinguiſh general Merit 
* from particular Exceptions, but 
* continually expoſe the whole Body 

to 


( xvi ) 
40 _ that Cenfure, which i is due only 
& to the Miſconduct of a few: if, 
« with ſtill greater Malignity, they 1 
4 ſhould not only ſecretly cheriſh, but 1 
« openly avow the moſt injurious Opt 
nion of all; imputing every thing they 
« do to the worſt Motives, and giving 
© Countenance and Encouragement t | 
e the meaneft Accuſer, without alf 
« lowing the Liberty of Defence: and 
« if, like Perſons in the Jaundice, 1 
« whom all Objects appear yellow 
x they ſhould always view the ſcant 
0 Pittance of others thro the Mediun 


cc of their own large Stipends, and un 


{ 
f 
n 


a 


« ſeelingly tell an indignant World, tal: 


6 every one is very well paid, becault 
Gilt 


ot 


(xvii) 
« Gifts and” Benefits may have been 
« heaped upon themſelves EE 


Io propoſe this Queſtion gratuitouſ- 
y. and upon the mere Contingency of 
the Caſe, is to exhibit no juſt Claim to 
: particular Anſwer. The Author of 
| | The Letter ſeems to have written un- 
er the ſame Apprehenſion of an un- 
favourable Influence: and it is certain, 
that there are Men, whoſe ſordid 
Tempers have been ſtrengthened by a 
mean Education, that are capable of 
all the Evil that is here ſuggeſted; that, 
biled with an Idea of ſome imaginary 
Importance, can forget, not | only 
others, but themſelves; can be impor- 
uu tunate Advocates for Reſtraints, a- 
C gainſt 


(viii) 
gainſt which they once furiouſly ex- 
claimed; can treat a natural and juſt 
Oppoſition to Encroachments upon 
long eſtabliſned Privileges, of which 
they were once eagerly tenacious, a8 
Diſcontent, Ingratitude, and Rebellion; 
and can indulge the Workings of Pride 
and Reſentment, under a Pretence of 
introducing wholeſome Severities, and 
eſtabliſhing an improved Diſcipline. ' 


In the Days of Charles the Second, 
when Power was exerted for Op⸗ 
preſſion, and it was the choſen tho 
perverted Intereſt of the State, to im - 
poſe the Voke of Bondage upon al 
Ranks and Conditions of the People, 
Subſtitutes like theſe might have openly 

purſued 


( xix ) 
purſued their Point, and been ſure of 
meeting with Encouragement and Sup- 
port ; but now, when Government is 
founded upon Liberty, and exerciſed 
chiefly for the Protection and Benefit 
of the Subject, they would, doubtleſs, 
be detected as ſoon as they began to 
act, and deſpiſed as ſooi as they were 
detected. Such an Adminiſtration, at 
this Time, could continue uncontroul- 
ed, only from two concurrent Cauſes; 
a ſtrong Impreſſion in favour of the 
Adminiſtrator's apparent Character, 
and the Puſillanimity of thoſe that ſuf- 
fer under him. He may have, for In- 
ſtance, Skill and Aſſiduity in Buſineſs; 
and, as Skill and Aſſiduity in Bufineſs 
not only do not confer Goodneſs, but 

C 2 e 


(u) 
ate compatible with every evil Diſ- 
poſition except Idleneſs, if he has f 
Art enough to conceal. Malevolence i 
under a clamorous and buftling Zeal for 
the Service in which he is engaged, and k 
Suce-ſs enough to acquire, by a rude. and | 
unpoliſhed Manner, a Name for Sim- 
plicity and Plain-dealing, he may car- 
ry on his Purpoſes with a high Hand; i 
and, perhaps, without Danger of Inter- 
ruption, if the Spirits of - thoſe that 
ſuffer under him, ſhould be ſo far re- 
buked, as not to dare to engage in 2 
general Remonſtrance; and, in large 
Numbers, there will always be fome | 


abje ect Souls, that wil painfully ſubmit 
to keep the little they have upon the 
worſt Terms, in mere Fear, that, by 


joining 


(=) 
oining in a common Plea for Redreſs, 
hey ſhall hazard the Loſs of all. If 
uch Adminiſtrators as theſe were now 
n Power, we muſt ſo far agree with the 
leſponding Objector, as to acknow- 
Edge, that no Effort for the General 
ood would have their Patronage; the 
Pretched would ſtill be left in their 
WV retchedneſs; and thoſe that reſiſt fo 
any powerful Obligations to promote 
Ihe Alleviation of Wretchedneſs, muſt 
> left to that worft of Puniſhments, 
e Abhorrence of good Men, the Ha- 
red of their Brethren, and, what 


ill come at laſt, the Reproaches of 
heir own Minds. 


(uli) 


But why is Evil to be anticipated; 
and, for the Sake of an Argument, 2 
Character ſuppoſed, that is not known 
to exiſt? It is certain, that, in the 
Public Office where the Relief ber 
pleaded for has been adminiſtered, 
fuch malignant Influence could len 
been exerted; and if that great Ex. 
ample operates at all, it may operate 
with reſpect to the Means, as well as 
the End. The benevolent Minds that 
have promoted ſo defirable an Event, 
that have been GRIEVED FOR THE Af. 
FLICTION OF JOSEPH,” and have ear- 
neſtly pleaded to have it removed, are 
now Partakers of the Good they have 
been the Inſtruments of diffuſing; and 


may always rejoice in the Approbation 
ol 


( mil ) 


of good Men, in the Eſteem and Love 
of their Brethren, and in That of 
which none can deprive them, the 
Teftimony of their own Hearts, that 
they have honeſtly conformed to that 
unerring Rule for a worthy and reſpec- 
table Conduct, which is ſo properly 
cited on this Occaſion by the Author 
of The Letter. ALL TainGs war- 
© SOEVER YE WOULD THaT MEN SHOULD 
* DO TO YOU, DO YE EVEN sO TO 
„THEM.“ 


THOUGHTS 


THOUGHTS 
ON A 


MoDERN POSITION, 


That Clerks in Public Offices ought 


* not to marry, and that Fifty 
Pounds a Year is abundantly ſuf- 
e ficient for their Subſiſtence.” 


mabESTRAM Dn 
A MERCHANT or LONDON. 


* ALL Tyincs whatſoever ye would that Men 
e ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; for 
„this is the Law and the Prophets.” 

; MarTTH. vil. 12. 


Let the ſtricken Deer go weep.” SHAKESPEARE, 


THOUGHTS, &c. 


SIR, 


z% * WAS ſo ſtrongly impreſſed with the Sub- 
1 * ject of our laſt Evening's Converſation, 
<X w that neither the Buſineſs nor the Amuſe- 
nts of my Journey have had Power to diſen- 
ge my Attention from it. 


rom the great Increaſe of Expence in all the 
ceſſaries of Life, which is now mere enormous 
in ever, I know the Difficulties that People in a 
ddling Station muſt have laboured under for 
venty Years paſt, in endeavouring to live com- 
tably, and at the ſame Time, as it is ſaid, to 
ke both Ends meet; and, therefore, treated the 
B 2 Poſition, 


ö 
| 
[ 
' 
| 


( 40); ) 
Poſition, That Clerks in Public Offices oug}: 
not d marry,” and that Fifty Pounds. a Year i; 
{< abundantly ſufficient for their Subſiſtence, 2 
the wild Effuſion of a diſtempered Mind, long 
ſince driven to ſome remote Wilderneſs, and ut- 
terly ignorant of what is paſſing in the World. 
But what muſt be ſaid of it, if it ſhould be, as you 
have been told it is, - the inſolent Dictate of thoſe, 
who were once * * „ who once 
* e ier, 


* 


— * * * * * . * * 


* 
* * z and who, notwithſtanding, #* * 
* — * * * * * * 2 


* * * * „ * * * * *) 


To ſpeak the moſt favourably of it, it would be: 
cunvincing Proof, that their Pride had devoured 
their Humanity; and that the Senſe of their own 
former Wants and Injuries, Hopes and Fears, wa 
loſt in the preſent Enjoyment of ſudden Wealth, 
and the Exerciſe of intoxicating Power. 


But tho* we leave the Authors of this ſtrange 
Doctrine to the Condemnation of their own Minds; 
yet, as the Doctrine itſelf has been publickly 2d. 
vanced and inculcated, and where it is implicitly te 
ceived muſt do all the Injury it was intended 0 


produce, it is neceſſary that ſome public Notice 
ſhould 


(5s) 


h:t ſhould be taken of it : I ſhall, therefore, conſider 
is the latter Part of the Poſition firſt, namely, 
E « That Fifty Pounds a Year is abundantly ſuffi- 
ng « cient for the Subſiſtence of Clerks in Public Offi- 
t ces; and to ſhew, that it is as abſurd and im- 
Id. pudent, as it is falſe and malignant, I have made 
the following Eſtimate, | 


BREAKFAST. 


PSP 
Bread and Cheeſe, and Small Beer, from 
the Chandler's Shop, — o © 2 
DINNER. 


Chuck-Beef, or Scrag of Mutton, or Sheeps 
Trotters, or Pig's Ear ſouſed; Cabbage, 
or Potatoes, or Parſnips; Bread, and 
Small Beer, with half a Pint of Porter, % o 


Bread and Cheeſe, with Radiſhes, or Cu- 12 
cumbers, or Onions, _ © N. 3 


Small Beer, and half a Pint of Porter, o 0 


| ES 
Multiplied by 7 
oO 7.10; 


An additional Repaſt on Sunday o 0 4 


„ 


Carried forward o 8 24 


(.6:) 
| | act. 51 
ments OD Gi Na. 
. 6. d. 
" Brought forward © 8 2: 
A ready- forcifhed Room, two Pair of 
Stairs forwards, in Grubſtreet, Golden- | 
lane, Moor-lane, Fee-lane, Rag: fair, or 
the Mint; containing, as per Inventory 
duplicated and ritedc ned; a Half- 
Teſter Bedſtead with brown Linſey- 
Woolſey Furniture, a Bed and Bolſter 
half Flocks half Feathers, a green 
glazed Chamber-pot, a ſmall Wainſcot 
| Table, two old Chairs with Cane Backs 
and Bottoms, a ſmall Looking-glaſs 6 
Inches by 4 in a Deal Frame painted 
red and black, a red Linſey-Woolſey 
Window-curtain, an old Iron Stove, 
Poker, Shovel, Tongs, and Fender, an 
Iron Caneleſtick mounted with Braſs, 
a Tin Extinguiſher, a wooden Waſh- 
| harlfs Bowl, a Quart Bottle for Water, 
a Tin Pint Pot, a Tin Pepper · box, a 
Vial for Vinegar, and a Stone white 
Tea cup for Salt. Alſo two large 
Prints cut in Wood and coloured, 


framed with Deal, but not glazed, viz. 


Carried forward o 8 227 


[ 
F 


673 
L. . . 
Brought forward o 8 2+ 


1.0 entre Gate of Calais, or The | 
« RoaſtBeefof Old England.“ 2 2. Queen 28 
« ESTHER and King AHAaSVERUS: with _ 
« the Fate of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 
« or, The juft Puniſhment of the proud 
and hard- hearted Haman. “ — 0 2 6 


WAS HIN. G. 


Two Day-Shirts, one Night-Shirt, two 5 
round Stoc ks, one Pair of Stockings 
one Towel, and one Handkerchief, 0 © 10 
Shaving and Combing a Wig twice, "> 6 
(Mem. Shoes cleaned by the Fire-fide. ) 


PLEASURES. 


Saturday-Night's Club, one Tankard of 
Porter, — — — o'o 32 


— 1 


s 048 4 
Muktiplied ag 52 

— C3 1 
32 54 * 


* 4 
APPAREL, coaLs, CANDLES, 
and other Neceſſary Expences. , 

A Suit of Cloaths, ſecond Cloth, at 
14 8. per Yard, — .in © 


Carried forward 36 11 4 


: EDI) 


| L. 8-16 

Fry oh Brought forward 36 11 4 

A Baize great Coat, ob. 0 

A Hat, my; _ . .--O #® © 

A Wig, — — — 018 0 
Four Day-Shirts, merh at 38. 7 

per El.. — 176 

Making ditto, — — 0 10 0 


Two coarſer Shirts to lie in, that the 
Day-Shirts may be kept the Pe, ( 


3 Ells each, e ee 0. 9 0 
Making ditto, — re LAST 0 4. 0 
Four Pocket Handkerchiefs, — o 6 0 
Four Huckabuck Towels, — o 3 0 
Four Round Stocks — 2 

Making Handkerchiefs, Towels, and 
Stocks, — 9 5 

Two Pair of Yarn Stockings * Win- | 

ter, — — o 4 0 
— — Worſted ditto for Summer, o 7 o 
A Woollen Night Cap, — 0 
Four Pair of Shoes, — 1 

Soleing and pappe ditto twice, at 
1 8. 8 d. dach,. — 613 4 


Mending Shirts, Swekings. and Cloaths, 1 0 0 
Candles from Michaelmas to Lady-day, 
131b. of fourteens, at 7d. ene 


Carried forward 46 13 9 


(9g) 


| 3 

| Brought forward 46 13 9 

R Coals from Michaelmas to Lady-Day, 

R 26 Buſhels, at 18. 3d. — 1 12 6 
Soap, Blacking, Pepper, Vinegar, and 

6 Salt, . — o 10 © 


Church-expences (if he is not an avowed 
Enemy to the Chriſtian Faith, but a 


ſerious Man, and an Attendant at pub- 
lic Worſhip) =_ o 10 0 


a 0.045 0: - 


= # 
* 


The Landlady's Maid at Chriſtmas, 3 
„ 

Balance ſaved o 129 

L. 50 0 0 

0 I have now conducted your Clerk thro' the Ex- 
o WW pences of a Year; in which, tho' ſome Articles 
o WH may have been omitted, none will be found ſuper- 
0 fluous, none over- rated. For the common En- 
tertainments of Life, ſuch as almoſt all People 
partake of, I have left him wholly dependent upon 

o WW ihe Bounty of others; not allowing him, at his 


own Coſt, one Night at Sadlers-Wells, one Drop 
of Wine or Punch, one Diſh of Tea or Coffee, one 
Pennyworth of Fruit, one Pipe of Tobacco, or 
one Pinch of Snuff; and the Ten Shillings Church- 


CG expences 


( a6 3 


expences include the Sum Total of his yearly 
Bounty © the Poor. I have driven him to the dir- 
tieſt and meaneſt Paris of the Town, to ſeck for a 
cheap Lodging; | have cloathed him in the plain- 
neſt and coaricit Manner; I have ſcarcely allowed 
him to be clean enough for the Place of his ſtated 
Appearance; I have ted him with the Refule of 
the Market, and even worle than the Day-labourer 
feeds himſelf; and I have granted him no Indul- 
gence but his Saturday Night's Club of Three-pence 
half- penny, that he may forget, for a tew Hours, 
the Toils and Cares of the paſt Week : and yet, 
with all this Economy and Penury, the poor 
Wretch, at the Year's End, has no more than 


Twelve Shillings and Nine-pence, 
to lay by for 


Sickneſs and Old Age. 


Now, as a mere Ability to read, write, and caſt 
Accompts, is very inadequate to the important 
Buſineſs tranſacted in Public Offices, which does 
not ſo much require Packhorſe-drudgery, as Accu- 
racy and Judgment, a continual Circumſpection 
againſt the Encroachments of Error, and a quick 
Diſcernment of what is ſafeſt and beit in uncom- 
mon Caſes ; is the Liſe that I have ſketched, ſuited 


to a ſenſible, intelligent, and generous Mind? to 
him, 


(1) 


him, whoſe natural Endowments have been impro- 
ved by a liberal Education? to him, who tho? re- 
duced by his Father's Misfortunes, or his own, to 
accept of ſuch a ſcanty Subſiſtence, has yet freely 
taſted of much better Things? 


But if, when labouring only for his own Support, 
he goes thus deſpondent and melancholy thro? the 
whole Year, dreading leſt the firit Fit of Sickneſs 
ſhould bring him into Debt, and knowing that, if 
the Term of his Life proves ſhort, he will not be 
able to reſerve enough for the Expences of his Fu- 
neral ; what mult he do, when, to his own Wants, 
are added the Wants of an infirm, helpleſs, loving, 
and much-beloved Parent ? What Power has. he 


« To rock the Cradle of repoſing Age? Pope. 


How can he, who has not one ſuperfluous Gratifi- 


cation, nor even common Eaſe and Indulgence him- 
ſelf, 


« With lenient Arts extend a Mother's Breath, 
„Make Languor ſmile, and ſmooth the Bed of Death?” 


Pope, 
Nothing is left him, but the heart-breaking Thought, 
that he muſt ſoon behold one, to whom, next to 
Heaven, he is moſt indebted, ending a once uſeſul 
and happy Life in a Pariſh Workhouſe. 


C2 Let 
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Let us now proceed a Step further, and conſider 
this Clerk with a yearly Salary of Fifty Pounds, as 
a Huſband and a Father. You may, perhaps, ſay, 
that the firſt Part of the Poſition, ** That Clerks in 
« Public Offices ought not to marry,” ſeems to 


ſtand here in our Way: but Aſſertions, with whatever 


Inſolence obtruded upon Mankind, are no Proofs; 
and that which has its Birth only from Spite and 
Falſehood, muſt vaniſh the Moment it is beheld, like 
the foul Vapours of the Night before the riſing Sun. 
If the Governors of Public Offices were to admit 
none as Candidates for their Service, but unmarried 
Men, it is poſſible, that, in London, to which fo 
many young Perſons from the remote Parts of the 
Kingdom reſort for Employment, they might often 
be ſupplied with raw unexperienced Lads, who can 
read, write, and caſt Accompts, and in whom the 
want of ſuperior Talents is ſupplied by a kind of 
northern Intrepidity and Self-conceit : but if even 
theſe Candidates were told, that the indiſpenſible 
Condition of their being received into the Service 


was, * that they ſhould never marry,” who would 


accept of ſuch a Service ? Indeed, who could impoſe 
ſo baſe a Condition, but thoſe that were ſecretly 
addicted to an abominable Sin that is not fit to be 
named? but thoſe that, in the narrow Vortex 
of Selt-love; had abſorbed all the ſocial and ſympa- 
thetic Aﬀections, 


— 
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4 -l the Charitics 
« Of Father, Son, and Brother?“ —MiIL rox. 


but thoſe, that were Enemies to their Country, and 
Violaters of the common Rights of Mankind ? With 
the Contempt due to it, then, we will let this foul 
Poſition depart to its own Place, the ungenerous 
Heart in which it was conceived, and where only it 
can ſubſiſt, and conſider the Cafe as it is ſupported 
by Fact. 


The Fact is, that, in all Public Offices, the major 
Part of Clerks are now, what they have always 
been, married Men; and that which is now, and 
always has been, will, by juſt Inference, and ac- 
cording to the ſtricteſt Rules of Analogy, always 
continue. This Clerk, then, with a yearly Salary 
of Fifty Pounds, has a Wife and three Children. 
Now, tho' the Wife be ever ſo prudent, frugal, 


Fo Fi, Zone. ˙ ß ig Ro: 


1 and induſtrious; tho' ſhe labours early and late, 
le without the Aſſiſtance of a Servant; tho? the Diet of 
ce herſelf and little ones be coarſe and ſparing, their 
id Cloathing cheap and mean, and their Health unin- 
le terrupted ; yet the Expence of their whole yearly 
ly Maintenance, from the Time the Children are 
* horn till they are able by their Skill or Labour to 
e 


contribute to their own Support, cannot, communis 
ba. dus annis, be leſs than Eighty Pounds. Here, then, 


| is a certain Expence of 1291. 78. 3 d. per Annum, 
1 with 


— 
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with only a certain Income of 50 l. to diſcharge it, 
It may be objected, indeed, if there are Perſons ob- 
durate enough to make the Objection, that after 
bringing the Man into a domeſtic Situation, ſome 
Abatement ſhould be made in the Expence of his 
own Maintenance : but as his Food, and the Re 
pair of his Garments, are the only Articles that, i 
this new View of his Condition, can be proportion- 
ably leſſened; we are to oppoſe, to theſe, the Ap 
ticles of Coals, Candles, Waſhing, and Rent, which, 
in the fame View of his Condition, muſt be proper 
tionably increaſed. There are allo innumerable litt 
Articles, ſuch as Mops, Brocms, Pails, and Pam 
which, in a Fumily-uſe, are continually periſhing; 
and which, as neceſſary to the Cleanlineſs of. a F+ 
miiy, and conſequently to its Health, muſt be 
continually renewed, However, to give up ſome 
thing to the hard-hearted Caviller, let us tate the 
Account thus: 


L. „ 6 

The Huſband, for Fcod and Raiment, 
per Annum, 95 | _ 30 0 0 
Ii he Wile ditto, — — 26 0 0 
Le three Children Cirto, and Schooling 36 © 0 
Coals, — — 8 0 
Candles, — 4 0 0 
Rent, — — 14 O 0 
—— 


Carried forward 118 0 0 
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E.. 4 
Brought forward 118 0 © 
Incidents for Mending, Cleaning, Re- 


pairs of Furniture, &cc. — 6 0 © 


* 


—̃ — „„ 


L. 124 0 0 


] have limited the Number of Children to three, 
as, upon a fair Calculation, that will be found to be 
the moſt common; but there are, doubtleſs, Clerks 
in Public Offices, that have four, five, fix, and 
even Children: J have heard, that there is a Clerk 
at this Time in a Public Office in the City, Who has 
hirteen Children. 


Fa And now, how much is the Burthen of this poor 
beependent upon a Salary of Fifty Pounds per annum, 
me- Neſſened by the Sacrifice we have made to the unteel- 
the ng Objecter? The Summary of his wretched Caſe 


s this: If he has not Reſources near twice the 
'alueof the Income of his Place, he muſt ſoon be 
involved in Debt; and if any of his Creditors 
ould proſecute him to an Arreſt, he will, according 
to what is ſaid to be the general Practice of Public 
Offices, be diſcharged from his Place: the bleſſed 
-onſzquence of all is, that this Outcaſt of the 
Wealthy, to whom with ſuitable Encouragement he 
2izht have proved a uſeful Servant, mult paſs the 
Remainder 
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Remainder of his Days among the licentious and 
abandoned Inmates of a common Jail; and tho 
his Wife may ſupport herſelf. by going to Service, 
yet his Children muſt depend for Cloathing, Food, 
and Education, upon the ſelfiſh Will of ſome re- 
lentleſs Tyrant who farms the Pariſh-Poor. 


It would have no Influence on thoſe who live 
only for themſelves, to deſcribe the peculiar Anguiſh 
of this Perſon's Heart, as a Huſband and a Father: 
one might as well talk of an harmonious Arrange 
ment of Colours to a Man born blind, as of con- 
jugal and paternal Tenderneſs to him, who hu 
never known the Endearments of the married 
State: but every Huſband and Father, let me ap- 
peal chiefly to thoſe who have a Share in the 
Direction of Public Offices, by putting themſelves 
a few Moments in the ſame Situation, can judge 
of its Diſtreſs ; they can ſee, not merely the Expe 
diency, but the Juſtice, the Humanity, the Necel- 
fity of preventing that Ruin and Miſery, which: 
hateful Parſimony, that is always doing wrong, 
has produced; they can feel, in all its Force, the 
Truth of that infallible and divine Rule, Ai 
„ Trrincs”, and in ALL CIRcUMsTANCES, © what- 
* foever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, c 
ye even fo to them.“ 


(7 

la Poblic Offices, many are to be found, with 
Ties that would have done Honour to a much 
fuperiot Station; and; if they had been advantage. 

6ufly caſt and æxerted, would, "ih few Years, have 
raifed theſꝶ Poſſeffors to a Share in ſome extenſive 
and lucrative Branch of Commerce, or ſome bene- 
ficial and honourable Department in the State: and 
if theſe Perſons have paſſed near thirty Years of the 
prime Part of Life, in a Service for which they do 
not receive 150 |. per annum, their Situation is much 
to be lamented, With Powers of Converſation 
that would not diſgrace the Tables of the Wealthy, 
with a Love for the liberal Arts, with a Deſire to 
receive and communicate Inſtruction, and wit 

exquiſite Senſibilities for all the endearing Rela- 
tions of Huſband, Father, F riend, they are loſt to 
themſelves and the Public; compelled, thro* mere 
Neceſſity, to paſs their leiſure Hours in melatich6- 


Iy Solitude, or in the Aſſemblies of the loweſt and 


meaneſt of the People. But how much more muſt 
this Life of Diſappointment and Sorrow be embit- 


tered, if the Sufferers, thro' the ſlow Improve- 


ment, of their Income, and the Expences of a 
numerous Family, have been long ſurrounded 


with Difficulties, that, if not cruſhed in their. 


Birth, grow every Day more ſtrong, till they be- 
come too mighty to be ſubdued! A ſingle Man, 
Who has no more than a yearly Income of 1001, can 

D now 


(18) 
now but ſparingly partake of the Comforts of Life: 


a married Man cannot enjoy its common Neceſſa- 
ries z he muſt eat his homely. Morſel in Fear and 
Trembling, not knowing bur tha he next Day 
may involve himſelf, and thoſe that a 


himſelf, in remedileſs Ruin. 


Tho? it ſhould be ſaid, that the Management of 
Public Offices has not been much dignified by Ads 
of Generoſity and Compaſſ ion, yet there can be no 
Doubt of ics having proceeded upon Principles of 
ſtrict and impartial Juitice. Now, the Value of 
Labour is always to be eſtimated, as well by the 
Expence of Living, as by its own Importance and 
Uulity : if, therefore, 801, at this Time of general 
Dearth, will ſcarcely purchaſe that, which 50l. 
would purchaſe thirty Years ago; and if 50l. 
was, thirty Years ago, the initiating Salary of 
Cierks, becauſe, upon the Principles of ſtrict Juf- 
tice, 501. was then thought to be an Equivalent for 
the firft Services and comfortable Maintenance of 
a young and well. qualified Perion; does not the ſame 


ſtrict Juſtice require, that 80 l. ſhould be the ini- 


tiating Salary now ? It is well known, that, within 
the paſt thirty Years, the Buſineſs of Public Offices 
has increaſed to ſuch an amazing Height, as to 
become, indeed, a great Part of the Buſineſs of 


the Nation; and, with this increaſe of Buſineſs, 
there 


(19) 


there muſt, "eas. be 4 proportionable la- 
creaſe of Advantages, to thoſe that have the Super- 
intendence of it: and ſhould there not alſo, upon 
the Principles of ſtrict and impartial Juſtice, be a 
propottionabls Inereaſe of Reward for hoſe, by 


r — 


whoſe Skill and Labour this ſtupendous Buſineſs is 


carried on? In the Jewiſh Law, it was forbidden * to 
muzzle 


4 


# As a Proof that the Force of this Precept is not in the 
leaſt abated under the Chriſtian Law, St. Paul has quoted 
and applied it twice. In his Reaſoning to convince the 
Corinthians, that the Miniſter of the Goſpel ought to be 
ſupported by his Labour, he ſays, ** Wha goeth a Mare 
« any Time at his own Charges? who planteth a Vine- 
« yard, and eateth not of the Fruit thereof? or, who /eed- 
«oth a Flock, and eateth not of the Milk of the Flock: 
« Say I theſe Things as a Man ? or, faith not the Law the 
« fame alſo? For it is written in the Law of Moſes, 
« Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Mouth of the Ox that treadeth out 
« the Corn. Dotn GOD take Care for Oxen? or, 
« ſaith He it altogether for our Sates * For oux 
“ SAKES, no Doubt, this is written: that he that ploweth, 
© ſhould plow in Hope; and be that threſheth in Hope, 
« ſhould be PARTAKER of his Hope.” The Apoſtle, in 
every Inſtance, ſpeaks, not of the Proprieter and Maſter, 
but of the Servant and Labourer. | 


In his important Directions to © his Son in the Faith” | 
Timothy, he ſays, © Let the Elders” (thoſe that held an 
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mpzzle the Ox bhat trod out the Corn, that he 
might liberally, partake of the Produce of. dis out 
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I vith this Thereaſe of Ric 
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305 is, above 
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ces in rep 


bour, buy of great Truſt ; and the * 
* {doing wrong, arc multiplied, in * Pecs as the 


4 
inferiar Office in the Church) c that P well. > Ace 
& counted worthy of double Honour, eſpecially thoſe chat la, 

4 505 bour in the Word and Doctrine: for the Scripture, lad, 
las, Halt not muzzle the Os that, treadeth out the, Corn; and 
& The Labourer is worthy of bis Reward.” The Paſſage 
The Lahourer is worthy of his. Reward, added here by 2 
Apoſtle, does not appear to be a diſtinct and formal Pre- 
cept of the Law, but is rather a Maxim of his own juft 
and benevolent, Mind, formed upon. ſeveral fimilar: Pre- 
cepts; among which there is a very forcible one . againſt 
oppreſſing an hired Servant, that is poor and needy.; and 
Maſters are required, not only to be juſt, but kind, in 
the Pay of an Lired Servant, for the Reaſons affigried; 1. 
Reſpecting the. Servant himſelf, becauſe he is. ptor,. and 
ſetteth his Heart Upon, it as the Means of his comfartable Sub- 
ſiſtence from Day to Day; and, 2. 'ReſpeRing his. Maſten, 


leſt he cr againſt them unto the Lord, and it be Sin unto 
them. 1 


Bulk 


L049; 

Bulk of Property is } At and gliverſified. Now; 
tu a ſenfble,. generous; well diſpoſedy, and wull- 
inſtructed would, dreadful as it is, chyſe the 
Situation of tit. unhappy Clerk above de ſerigt and 
rot in a Jail ſee his Wiſe and Chilren fh 
with Want, rather than violate the ſacred Truſt he 
has taken upon him; yet, as all Men „ 
ception are fallible and frail, no oy” or 
Men, upon the Principles of ſtyict ani impar.” 
tial Juſtice, can « claim a Right to keep the Meas 
fure of another's Temprations coatinually full 
and continually put his Integrity to the ut 
„ WH moſt Stretch. It has, therefore, always been ars 
. poſed a Duty. which the Govertiigys of Pulis 
_ Offices owe to themſelves, to their Servants, and 
» to the Public for whom they are Truftees, rote. 
* move the Encicements to Evil as far as poſlſtle out 
un ef the Way: and it muſt be left to experienced 
Ye WY Wiſdom, aided by Juſtice and Goodneſs, to deter- 
int mine, whether this can be more effeclually done by 
and 
, in 
1 1 
and 
dub- 
hers, 


framing new ſanguinary Laws, (which, without any 
Diminution of the Enticements, to Evil, is, perhaps, 
adding one Degree of national Diſgrace, if not of 
Guilt, to another) than by ſuch a prudent Liberali- 
ty to their Dependents, as will deliver them irop the 
Power of Tempration, 


But 


* 
* 
A 
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add e | *. | - 
But earneſtly as tlie Caſe of theſe indottrill 
able, and worthy Men, whom the rue of our 
Puh g faith tas made ſo uſeful ant reſpectable 4 
Perf the Community,- may pleſ/for Redieh, 
how could Redreſs be effectually procured, 1 
4 * r 9 0 * * _ 
* ©» a > V” © <6 wo + 
„ s * ® 4 * ©» ©. ff 
„ 77 
Under the Influence of * + "= « '®, + 
there would, indeed, for theſe diligent and faithful 
Labourers in the Service of the Public, be ng 
Proſpe&t of Deliverance from Care, Def pondency, 
ad of Want, and Temptation to Evil, but from 
0 e Efforts of ſome generous Minds in the 
Direction of Public Offices; who, diſdaining to be 
governed by the partial Repreſentations of weak 
or deſigning Men, will ſee, judge, and act for them- 
ſelves; who, breaking throꝰ the Tyranny of Cuſtom, 
will proportion the Rewards of Induſtry and Skill 
to THz sEvERE ExXIGENCIES OF THE TIMES, and 
enable thoſe that have the Name of Gentlemen, to 
ſupport the Character of Gentlemen within the 
Bounds of Decency and Moderation. | 
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and Love, f er. 
That e or Chief 1 therefore, who, 
for whatever poſe, labours inſidiouſly to diſſolve 7 | 
his Tie; who miſrepreſents and calumniates the Go- 
rerned, and kindlegg Spirit of Jealouſy and Recng 
nent in the Governor ; robs the one f his brighteſt _ 
Diadem, and the gther of their deareſt Rights, * 

a Traitor to rot. "= 4 4 


Lag 

Let us unite 'our Wiſhes and Prayers, that t 
dul Demon of Tyranny, tho' always hovering = p 
may never fix his oppreſſive and cruel Dominion 
n this happy Land. And, to our Wiſhes and 
Prayers, let us add the Force of our Endeavours as 


ar as they can reach, ſuppreſſing in ourſelves, and * 
buking and oppoſing in others, every Breathing 
ff that Infernal Spirit; leſt, if the ſmaller Members 
e ſuffered to languiſh under its Poiſon, the whole 
day of the Nation become in Time a Body of 
Cor- 
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